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deluding the most credulous that their ancestors had
formerly related these fables, in order to give them-
selves importance and to be looked upon as privileged
men, inspired by heaven and superior to the vulgar.
Others have assured me that they had seen extraor-
dinary fires and supernatural monsters; but that,
since they had embraced christianity, they no longer
saw anything, although they frequently traveled at
night. When one who was more obstinate affirmed
that he had seen the evil spirit, he was at once asked
how that spirit was made, whether he was black or
white. He became quite confused, began to laugh,
and was unable to answer. Through the admirable
providence of God, whose will it is that the others
be undeceived, these wretched sorcerers, true or
pretended, whose gross and impure practices are ever
deserving of condemnation, nearly always after per-
sisting in their scandalous obstinacy, die a miserable
death, in the midst of their criminal actions, or as a
punishment for their foolish medicines. Thus I
have seen four terrible examples, of which I have
had occasion to write to Your Reverence, in connec-
tion with that famous juggler of the Lake who,
while still quite young, had died a pitiable death
with his wife, who was still more superstitious than
he. From this example among others will God
derive his glory.

But after having given you, My Reverend Father,
a summary and perhaps even tedious description of
this country interspersed with Mountains, Rocks,
lakes, rivers, drunkards, and jugglers, I return to
the condition in which, on my first arrival, I found
this long-abandoned mission; for although Father
André, in his old age, had, after Father de Cres-
pieuil’s death, made some short expeditions to it,



